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August Observances 

American Artists Appreciation Month 

American Indian Heritage Month 

Children’s Eye Healthy & Safety Month 

Get Ready for Kindergarten Month 

Happiness Happens Month 

National Breastfeeding Month 

National Traffic Awareness Month 

Daily 

1st– Respect For Parents Day 

2nd– National Mustard Day 

3rd- Watermelon Day 

4th– National Chocolate Chip Day 

5th National Night Out 

6th-National Root Beer Float Day 

7th-Lighthouse Day 

8th– Happiness Happens Day 

9th– National Garage Sale Day 

10th- S’mores Day 

11th– Presidential Joke Day 

12th– Sewing Machine Day 

13th– International Lefthander’s Day 

14th– National Creamsicle Day 

15th– National Relaxation Day 

16th-World Honey Bee Day 

17th –National Thrift Shop Day 

18th– Cupcake Day 

19th– Aviation Day 

20th– National Radio Day 

21st– Poet’s Day 

22nd– World Daffodil Day 

23rd-- Ride the Wind Day 

24th-National Waffle Day 

25th-Kiss & Make Up Day 

26th– National Hot Dog Day 

27th– Tug of War Day 

28th– National Bow Tie Day 

29th– National College Colors Day 

30th-National Bacon Day 

31st– Eat Outside Day 

Source: www.brownielocks.com/august.html 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Craven Smart Start 

Holiday Hustle  

December 13, 2014 

8 am  

Union Point Park 

Register Online At 
 

https://www.sportoften.com/

events/eventDetails.cfm?pEve

ntId=13101 

NAP SAC participants move, wiggle and shake as they        

explore their new outdoor equipment that was awarded to 

them through the NAP SAC Program.  

C-Moore Kids Academy 

A Touch Of Love Ms. Pam’s Playhouse 

Life’s Blessings 



Did You Know?  
Craven Smart Start Helps Fund WAGE$ 

 The Child Care WAGE$ Project is an education-based salary supplement program for teachers, 

directors and family child care providers that impacts the community by improving the quality of care 

and education for young children. Through graduated salary supplements, the project helps decrease 

turnover and encourages the continued educational pursuits of the child care workforce. Since these 

supplements reward teacher education and continuity of care, children ages birth to five benefit from 

more stable relationships with better educated teachers. In Fiscal Year 2014, WAGE$ was a funding 

partnership between Smart Start and the North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early      

Education. Craven Smart Start funds the WAGE$ Project for Craven County participants.  

 WAGE$ is having a positive impact across Craven County and statewide. The turnover rate of 

Craven WAGE$ participants for the Fiscal Year 2014 was only 8%, compared to NC Statewide of 13%. 

This is a significant overall improvement compared to the 31% full time teacher turnover rate in North 

Carolina prior to WAGE$ becoming a statewide opportunity. Of the active FY 14 WAGE$ participants in 

Craven, 77%  are currently  being funded for having an   

Associate Degree in Early Childhood Education, its       

equivalent or higher based on the WAGE$ scale. In          

addition to the high percentage of participants at higher 

education levels, 65% of  Craven active participants at  

temporary levels (below the Associate Degree in ECE) sent 

in documentation to verify their pursuit of additional      

education. Of these participants, 57% actually earned 

enough education to move up to a new level on the           

supplement scale. 89% of responding Craven participants 

agreed that the supplements provide an incentive to seek 

additional coursework or help make the pursuit of that 

coursework more financially feasible. Overall for FY 14, 89 

unduplicated participants received a WAGE$  supplement. 

 These providers worked in 37 different child care         

programs serving approximately 1,303 children. According to one child care center director, “It gives 

my staff motivation to strive for higher education. It allows them to increase their knowledge, which 

means the children will benefit from this. They are able to apply what they have learned in the       

classrooms. This helps them to make our children kindergarten ready.”  Another director said, 

“Teachers are very appreciative of the amounts received every six months. This has motivated my staff 

to take more classes, which benefits our center in all aspects… It has meant that teachers continuing 

their education are recognized not only by myself as their employer, but by the state as well. The first 

check one of my teachers received, she cried with joy. Thank you very much.”  

To learn more information about the Child Care WAGE$ Project, including eligibility require-

ments, please contact Jennifer Bolz, Educational Resource Specialist at Craven Smart Start/CCR&R 

(252) 672-5921 ext. 21.  

Dawn Tripp, a family child care home provider 
who has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Early 



What’s New from the Child Care Health Consultant?  

Trainings! 

 Let’s Be Active, Plan a New Menu and Do Nutrition Activities with         

Children!! Check out the training calendar for some new trainings. I will be       

offering, starting in September, Plan It and They Will Eat! I know my menu can 

always use some fresh changes. So how about yours? Don’t be shy give it a try. 

In this training you will receive a ring binder filled with 16 weeks of menus, 

shopping lists and recipes. I would like to try Squirrel Snacks or Polka Dot Pasta! 

How about you? Sign up and give them a try. You think the children won’t like 

these? We will learn some ways to engage children in trying and eating new 

foods.  

 This Fall look for the NEW Be Active Kids training: Motor Skills and   

Movement Concepts for Children Birth to Five! Yes, it is here ways to include 

movement in your day even with infants. This training also comes with an       

awesome binder of “one pager” simple activities that you can do with infants to 

preschoolers. Learning to teach motor skills and movement concepts made easy. 

I promise! The best part is you can earn Provider Awards by using this program 

in your classroom. You can earn posters, puppets, gift cards, equipment packs, a 1 

year YMCA membership and much more. 

 Also coming soon-Nutrition Activities for Young Children. This training will 

help you integrate nutrition education in your curriculum and within daily         

activities. You will learn how to involve children in developmentally appropriate 

food preparation activities, promote decision making skills, and explore food 

through the five senses. A how to on Family Style Meals and information on    

cultural and religious food preferences is included. Sing songs and join in the 

hands on activities. 
 

Submitted By: Terri Walls BSN, RN, CCHC 



Worm Craft 

 

 

 

 

 
Younger practice their cutting and 

folding skills with cute craft. 

Materials 

 Colorful Worm Patter 

 9” x 12” sheet of white construction    

paper 

 Glue 

 Crayons 

 

A youngster cuts out each worm and then 

accordion-folds it so that it appears to be 

moving. After gluing the ends of each 

worm to his paper, he adds crayon details, 

such as grass or flowers, to complete the 

scene. -  

See more at: 

http://www.theeducationcenter.com/edito

rial_content/wiggling-

worms#sthash.W1daGoah.dpuf 

 

Mega-Purse Drive! 

Your Donation Can Make A Difference 

We’re Collecting Purses! 

We are currently accepting donations of quality, new, and 
gently used purses. All items  
collected will be sold at the 

2014 Women’s Expo 

Saturday, September 13 
To benefit  

Education Programs in Craven County 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All donated items should be clean and of good 
quality. All donations are tax deductible 

For More Information call 252-635-5623 
 

 

 

 

 

 

230 Stonebridge 
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2111 F Neuse Blvd  

New Bern, NC  

 

3200 Wellons Blvd  

New Bern 



10 Ideas to Get You and Your Child Exploring Outdoors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Go for a nature scavenger hunt. 

Find something that: 

•    Is a certain color 

•    Is dry, wet, shiny, or pretty 

•    Is tiny or huge 

•    The wind blows 

•    Crawls 

•    Has no legs, four legs, or six legs 

•    Or make up your own ideas! 

2. Put a twist on your scavenger hunt: 

•    Find three flowers that are different. Smell the 

flowers. Close your eyes and see if you can identify the 

flowers by smell. 

•    Find a fuzzy leaf. Find a leaf that releases an aroma 

when crushed, such as sage. 

•    Try finding things in categories, such as items with 

bark, items that are high, or items with branches. 

3. Observe and sketch. 

Examine items carefully and draw what you see. For  

example, find flowers of different colors and point out 

the petals and other parts. Or find a variety of leaves 

and observe the different shapes, colors, textures, and 

veins. You and your child can imagine you are scientists, 

observing and documenting what you see. 

4. Follow an ant trail. 

Look up and look down, look all around, and feel free to 

crawl on the ground. Place a small piece of food nearby 

and watch what happens.  

5. Observe a tree throughout the seasons. 

Watch for leaf and flower buds bursting in the spring, 

insects buzzing in the summer, and leaves changing   

colors in the fall. During all seasons, watch for visitors 

to the tree—birds and small animals looking for food or 

a resting place. 

 

6. Find nature in surprising places. 

Look for places to explore near where you live. Nature 

can hide in the cracks of a sidewalk, under the stairs, in 

abandoned lots, or on the edges of manicured lawns. 

Don’t worry if you don’t live near an open field, a forest, 

a desert, or a seashore. 

7. Press flowers and leaves. 

Find flowers and let them dry, pressed between the 

pages of a heavy book. Once they are dry, use them to 

make crafts. For example, put clear contact paper over 

the flowers to make a placemat. In the fall, try the 

same activity with leaves. Find orange, yellow, purple, 

red, or brown leaves. Find a dry leaf and crunch it! 

 

8. Explore holes and mud. 

In an out-of-the-way corner, dig a hole and pour water 

in it to see what happens. Ask your child where she 

thinks the water goes. Play with the mud, squish it    

between your toes, and jump over or in the hole. When 

you are done, fill the hole with dirt again, and check it 

later to see what’s growing there.   

9. Explore seeds. 

Find some weeds! How are their seeds dispersed? Do 

the seeds cling to your clothes, are they carried by the 

wind, or are they flung when the seedpods are touched? 

Ask your child what he discovered during this           

investigation. 

10. Collect conservatively. 

Discuss collecting with your child. If the ground is car-

peted with acorns or flowers, it’s probably okay to take 

one unless it’s on a refuge where collecting is            

prohibited. Examine something for a few hours and then 

let it go again. Keep fireflies in a jar and release them 

the next morning. Transfer fish, turtles, or frogs to an 

aquarium for a night. Some fish will survive in an      

aquarium if you transfer them with the same water 

from where you found them. 

 

Source: http://families.naeyc.org/learning-and-

development/music-math-more/10-ideas-get-you-and-



Mission Statement For CCR & R 

 

To enhance the quality and quantity of  child 

care services in Craven County by providing 

a wide range of  information, referrals,       

advocacy and training services to families, 

providers and the community in general. 
2111 F Neuse Blvd 

New Bern, NC 28560 

Phone: 252-672-5921 

Fax: 252-672-5922 

Website: www.cravensmartstart.org 

Play & Learn Group 

Parent and Child activity 

Wednesday August 20th at 10 am 

Thursday August 21st at 10 am & 1 pm 

Space is limited.  

Please call and save your spot today! 

(252) 672-5921 ext. 21 


