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On Saturday March 12th, 2016 we had our 10th Annual Building Brighter 

Futures Conference! It went amazing  and we want to thank everyone who 

came out and participated. Here are some photos from that day! :)  

 

CCR&R Parent/Provider Newsletter-

April 2016 

10th Annual Early Childcare Education 

Building Brighter Futures Conference 

Keynote speaker Tanya Dennis and CCR&R Director Rachel Ward 

Cali Broughton, Bonnie Gould, Tanya Dennis, Rachel Ward and Pat Morrow.  



 

10th Annual Early Childcare Education Building Brighter 

Futures Conference (continued from page 1) 
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Participants looking at the door prizes.  Bonnie Gould and Cali Broughton.  

Participants enjoying a breakout session.  Participants enjoying a breakout session.  

Participants enjoying a breakout session.  Participants enjoying the keynote session.  



Parenting: 

Ten Ways to Show Love For Your Child 
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 Use plenty of positive words 

with your child. Nurture his 

self-esteem and self-confidence 

by praising a job well done, and 

show interest in what he’s 

saying.  

 Help your child’s early brain 

development by setting aside 

time for reading.  

 Talk with your pediatrician to 

be sure your child’s health 

records are up to date and 

ensure that all immunizations 

have been given.  

 Provide safe transportation. Be 

sure your child’s safety seat is 

properly installed in your car, 

and that it is the appropriate 

type for the child’s height and 

weight.  

 Owning a pet can help make 

children with chronic illnesses 

and disabilities feel better by 

stimulating physical activity, 

enhancing their overall 

attitude, and offering 

constant companionship.  

 Respond promptly and 

lovingly to your child’s 

physical and emotional needs 

and banish put-downs from 

your parenting vocabulary.  

 Limit the kinds and amounts 

of television he watches as 

well as other media he uses.  

 Ex: Enforce his bedtime  

 and homework time, and 

 have meals at predictable 

 times.  

 Make an extra effort to set a 

good example at home and in 

public. Use words like “I’m 

sorry,” “please,” and “thank 

you.”  

 When your child is angry, 

argumentative or in a bad 

mood, give him a hug, cuddle, 

pat, secret sign or other 

gestures of affection he 

favors.  

 Mark family game nights 

on your calendar so the 

entire family can be 

together.  

 Ex: Put a different 

 family member’s name 

 under each date and 

 have that person choose 

 which game will be 

 played that evening.  

 

Don’t forget to say, “I love 

you” to children of all ages!  

 

 

 

**April is Child Abuse Prevention Month** 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month is a time to acknowledge the  

importance of families and communities working together to prevent child abuse 

and neglect, and to promote the social and emotional well-being of children and 

families. During the month of April and throughout the year, communities are 

encouraged to share child abuse and neglect prevention awareness strategies 

and activities and promote prevention across the country.  



Behavioral Buzz from Miss B. Havin’ AKA Sonia Sumner  
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Promoting Healthy Social Behaviors by Creating Opportunities that 

 Support Children’s Interactions 
 

What does it mean to support children’s interactions?   

Throughout the day, children talk, play and work together.  In most cases, these interactions happen natu-

rally but sometimes children may need extra support from teachers.  Teachers can support interactions by 

planning and guiding opportunities for children to talk, play and work with one another.  Through these 

planned social situations children are able to make new friends, which motivates them to seek out other so-

cial interactions. When teachers create opportunities for interaction in routine activities (e.g., snack, arrival, 

clean up) children who need help learning social skills can practice these skills more often and learn the 

skills more quickly…making the classroom a happier place to be.  

 

Why is it important to create opportunities that support children’s interactions?  

Many children lack the basic social skills needed to be successful in preschool and later in life. In fact, re-

search indicates that children who don’t make friends easily in childhood are likely to have problems in ado-

lescence and adulthood. Children who lack social skills are often withdrawn and hesitant to interact with 

other children, may be socially aloof and seem ‘unaware’ of other children or may want play with other chil-

dren but not have the skills to play successfully.  Providing and guiding opportunities for talking and playing 

together will help children develop the social skills they need and may prevent social problems later in life. 

 

What can you do in your classroom? 

There are many opportunities to include planned interactions in classroom routines.  One strategy is to think 

about a typical day in your classroom and look at the things that you, and other teachers, are doing with and 

for the children.  By having a child do those tasks instead, you can create many more opportunities for chil-

dren to interaction with each other*.  For example,  

 Arrivals — Ask a child to greet friends and welcome them to school. 

 Transition times — Ask a child to invite another child to go to an activity. 

 Circle and story times — Ask a child to pass out and collect materials. 
Snack time — Ask a child to pass out plates, cups, napkins, and snacks/juice. 
Outside of the initial planning, little effort is necessary to create these opportunities and it is easy for you to 

provide assistance to children, if needed.  You should provide only enough assistance for the child to be suc-

cessful, making sure you do not complete the task for them.  Try to reinforce social interactions as they occur.  

It is important that children know that you value their positive interactions with each other.  Even if social 

interactions are a planned part of the day, it is important to praise and reinforce children for engaging in 

these interactions.  

 

Research on this topic: 

Research has shown that the social skills learned through these planned activities will continue to occur dur-

ing other parts of the day.  An extremely shy child who begins talking with a classmate as they set up snack 

together will feel more comfortable talking with the same child during center time.  When children use new 

social skills, they make friends, which keeps them highly motivated to continue to practice these skills.  

 

Food for thought:   

Piglet sidled up to Pooh from behind.  "Pooh!" he whispered.  "Yes, Piglet?"   

"Nothing," said Piglet, taking Pooh's paw.  "I just wanted to be sure of you."  (A.A. Milne) 
 

When children are not sought out as playmates or are not liked by their classmates, they will likely have 

problems throughout life, in adolescence and adulthood.  Promoting children’s social development should be 

one of the primary goals of every preschool setting.  Creating opportunities to support children’s interactions 

as part of the daily routine is a worthwhile endeavor that requires little effort and pays huge dividends for 

children. 

Adapted by Promoting Healthy Social Behaviors from CSEFEL What Works Brief #5  www.vanderbilt.edu/

csefel/ 

* To learn more about these strategies, contact your regional behavior specialist at (252) 672-5921 

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
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Quality Tips from Q.E. Coordinators Liz Tuttle and Letha Ricks 



New Employee Introductions 
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Hi, my name is Patricia Moulton. I am currently the Region 2 Data  

Specialist here at Craven Smart Start. I am creative, and I love to 

spend time with my family as well. I also like baking and  

looking at old movies.   

Fun Facts:  

Favorite Color:  Hunter Green 

Favorite Sports Team: Redskins 

Favorite Movie Star: Lucille Ball  

My name is Bianca Chacon and I am the Parent/Provider Special-

ist at Craven Smart Start. I used to work at the front desk as the  

Program Assistant, so some of you have seen me already. I love to 

spend time cooking and working on crafty things. I hope to get to 

know everyone over time and I look forward to speaking with you 

all! 

Fun Facts: 

Favorite Color: Pink 

Favorite Hobby: Cooking 

Thing I like to collect: Shoes! :)   

My name is MaryJo MacLaren; I am the Administrative Assistant for 

Craven Smart Start.  I am the mother of three daughters. I drive a 

Jeep Wrangler and I love to knit. 

My name is Cali Broughton, and I recently joined Craven Smart Start / CCR&R as 

the new Quality Enhancement / Professional Development Coordinator. I graduated 

from the University of Mount Olive with a Bachelor’s  degree in Early Childhood 

Development. I previously worked at Pamlico Partnership for Children as the    

Quality Enhancement Coordinator and I'm truly excited to be a part of the team 

here at Craven Smart Start. I look forward to working with you all in the future. 



Craven County Pre-Kindergarten & Head Start Registration for the 

2016-2017 School Year  
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Friday, May 6th, 2016  

2:00 PM—6:00 PM 

New Bern Mall 

OR 

Monday, June 13th, 2016 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Graham A. Barden Elementary School  

Havelock, NC  
 

*Children who will be 4 years old on or    

before August 31, 2016 are eligible to regis-

ter  

 

*Participants will be selected based on pro-

gram criteria  

 

*Please bring OFFICIAL birth certificate 

and PROOF OF FAMILY INCOME  

 April is a special month for those who work with and on behalf of chil-

dren.  It is National Child Abuse Prevention Month and the Month of the Mili-

tary Child.  It is also the month in which we celebrate “the young child” during 

the nationally observed Week of the Young Child (WOYC), which this year is 

April 9-16. The purpose of the week, which is designated by the National Asso-

ciation for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), is to focus public atten-

tion on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the ear-

ly childhood programs, services, and providers that meet these needs.   

 

Craven Smart Start is proud to promote and support recognition of and 

engagement in the Week of the Young Child. We encourage early childhood ed-

ucators in Craven County, in child care facilities, preschools, and other chil-

dren’s programs, to support these awareness efforts by posting flyers, display-

ing children’s art work, hosting special events for children and parents and by 

inviting special guests, including Craven Smart Start Board members and 

staff, to read to children in their facilities.  Please let me know if you are hold-

ing such event(s)…..we would like to hear from you to include it on our Face 

Book page.  

 

 Thank you for all you do in building the foundation for learning that will 

help our children to be successful in school and in life.     

2016 Week of the Young Child.  

Celebrating Our Youngest Learners!  
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Come Join Us! 
Children and their parents are invited to participate in Play 

& Learn sessions led by Craven Smart Start/CCR&R!   

We’ll have fun while learning with music, art activities, and snacks.  

 

Where?  Craven Smart Start/CCR&R 

When?  Every Monday 

What time?  9:30 AM-10:30 AM 

Who should attend?  Children who have not started school and 

their parent/caregiver 

 

Preregistration is encouraged but not required – please call Cali or 

Bianca @ 252 672-5921. A valid CCR&R Library Membership is 

preferred and can be purchased for a $10.00 annual fee. 
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Child Care Resource and Referral is here 

for you.  FREE referrals to fit your child 

care needs with a licensed, regulated, or 

legally exempt childcare program. 

Looking for: 

*Full-Time/Part-Time Care 

*Before/After School Care 

*Part-Time Preschool 

*Weekend Care 

*Drop-In Care 

*Hourly Care 

For training calendars & 

special events, check out our 

website or Facebook! 

2111 Suite F 

Neuse Blvd. 

New Bern, NC 28560 

Phone: 252-672-5921 Ext. 23 

Fax: 252-672-5922 

E-mail: bianca@cravensmartstart.org 

C h i l d  C a r e  R e s o u r c e  

&  R e f e r r a l  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increasing Stars 

 

Increased to 5 Stars 

Bridgeton Elementary School  

 

 

 

 


