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Governor Cooper’s Visit
There was much excitement at Craven Smart Start when we learned that
the Governor was making a visit in New Bern to announce the details of
his Education Budget. You see, his early visit to talk about education was
not in a school or at a college. His March 3rd visit took place in one of
our state-licensed child care facilities in Craven County...at Excel Learning
Center in River Bend.
In making the visit in an early childhood setting, the Governor acknowledged the importance of quality early education and the role that it plays
in preparing children to learn. He stated that “His goal was to make North
Carolina a Top 10 Educated State by 2025” and one of the ways he
planned to get there was by investing in early childhood and getting kids
ready to learn. As he toured the facility and talked with the children and
teachers, he stated, “This is where it starts”
Governor Cooper talked with representatives from Craven Smart Start, the
Craven County Board of Education and the Carteret County Partnership
for Children. Cindy Watkins, Executive Director with the North Carolina
Partnership for Children (NCPC) and Mike Leighs, NCPC Policy Officer,
also were present.

Mission of Craven
Smart Start: To ensure
that every child, birth
to five, in Craven
County receives the
education, health and
family support
necessary to arrive at
school healthy and
ready to succeed.

At this time, it appears that Governor’s budget has been over-ridden by
the General Assembly. Our state budget will be the budget voted in by the
NC House and Senate, which includes early childhood funding. We are
appreciative to all of our elected officials who “invest in the early years”.
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Teaching Children about
Sun Safety
Skin cancer is the most
common type of cancer in the
US. Sunburn during childhood
increases a person’s lifetime
risk of developing skin cancer,
including melanoma, the most
deadly type of skin cancer.

Renee’ Harrell presents overview of NC Pre-K at the community collaborative meeting in March.
School Board Chairman David Hale and Lisa Kemp, ECP Preschool Director, look on.

Building the Craven Early Learning Network
Late last fall Craven Smart Start began hosting community collaborative meetings
for groups and organizations interested in learning about resources that focus on
young children and their families. It is our goal to develop a network of organizations that will work together to benefit our youngest children and their families.in
Craven County. We are calling this initiative the Craven Early Learning Network.
On March 29th, Renee’ Harrell, Coordinator for the NC Pre-Kindergarten Program,
gave a very informative overview of the program which is designed to provide high
quality educational experiences to enhance school readiness for eligible four-year
olds in Craven County. The program first began in western Craven County in
2002 with 28 slots. Last year the program had 240 slots in 12 sites in 20 classrooms throughout the county. Unfortunately, when the school year closed in June,
there were 172 eligible children remaining on the waiting list. Regarding the funding of the program, Renee’ explained that Craven County’s NC Pre-K program is
supported by a variety of programs including the North Carolina Division of Child
Development and Early Education and by local community organizations: Craven
County Schools, Craven Smart Start, Coastal Community Action Head Start and
private child care centers.
In April, Mary Guilfoyle, Child and Family Services Program Administrator with the
Craven County Department of Social Services, presented information about child
protective service and talked passionately about the impact that child abuse and
neglect has on early learning and development of children, birth to five. In May,
we featured summer activities for kids. Nicole Dewar from New Bern Parks and
Recreation; Pam Jenkins from the New Bern Public Library, and Rachel Ward
from Child Care Resource and Referral shared information about their summer
activities for kids. Also, Alma Cruz introduced us to Child First, a home-based
early intervention program operated by Easter Seals UCP.
The meetings have been informative and enlightening. In July, we will spend time
planning for the year ahead. Persons who are interested in learning more about
this initiative, should contact Pinkie Moore at (252) 672-5921. Many thanks to all
of our presenters and collaborative members for their participation.

Craven Smart Start believes
that is important for children
to develop sun protection
habits when they are young
and we are offering provider
training utilizing The Ray and
The Sunbeatables: A Sun
Safety Curriculum for
Preschoolers, developed by
the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center. The
Sunbeatables program aims to
educate teachers, parents,
and children about sun
protection and promote sun
safety behaviors in an effort to
reduce children’s lifetime risk
of developing skin cancer.
On March 25th, Letha Ricks,
Quality Enhancement
Coordinator, conducted sun
safety training for family child
care home providers at our
Building Brighter Futures
Conference.

Home Provider Jackie Cates receives a
sun safety training kit from Letha
Ricks
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Craven County Commissioner Theron McCabe and Disney’s “Olaf” were special guests at
the Raising A Reader workshop for parents at Little Blessings Child Care in January.
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Nearly half of all US children entering kindergarten lack the early reading
skills needed for school success, a key indicator for determining success
in 3rd grade assessments. Craven Smart Start has been working to
address this issue for years by funding the evidence-based program
Raising A Reader, in selected 4 or 5 star-rated child care facilities in Craven County. The mission of the program is to engage parents in a routine
of daily “book cuddling” with their children birth to five to foster parentchild bonding and early literacy skills critical for school success. The
program works on a weekly book bag rotation system with children
bringing home a sturdy red bag filled with award-winning children’s book
for parents to read with them. Each week children return the books to their
center and four new books are placed in the bag to take home.
Throughout the year, Nadia Lowe, RAR Coordinator, conducted training
session for teachers and parents. The most memorable workshop this
year occurred at Little Blessings Child Care in January, when Disney’s
“Olaf “and Craven County Commissioner Theron McCabe made a special
visit and joined the children and parents in reading and dancing.

Parent Focus Groups
Craven Smart Start will be holding Parent Focus Groups over the
next year, with some starting later this summer. The purpose of
these focus groups is to identify parents’ perspectives of the needs
and expectations for their child’s preparation for kindergarten and
to learn about their knowledge and use of Craven Smart Start. The
information gathered from these sessions will be passed on to our
board to use for planning purposes.
Parents and caregivers, If you would like to volunteer your time
and help Craven Smart Start, you are asked to contact Pinkie
Moore at (252) 672-5921.

Thanks, Craven Smart Start Board Members
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Board
Members for taking time from their busy schedules to share their
expertise, commitment and dedication to further the work of Craven
Smart Start. We are truly blessed to have such a strong support
system that enhances our Smart Start partnership and our
services on behalf of young children and families .

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information or questions
about our services and
programs.
Craven Smart Start, Inc.
2111F Neuse Boulevard
New Bern, NC 28560
(252) 636-3198 (Ext 29)
pmoore@cravensmartstart.org

Visit us on the web at
www.cravensmartstart.org

Craven Smart Start is a 501(c)3. Donations are tax-deductible.
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Top Left: Each year Craven County Schools and Craven Smart Start hold
information sessions for parents who have a child entering kindergarten in the fall.
Parent Ashley Mills, (at Left) attended the session in New Bern. Here she talks with
Tammy Cullom, Director of Elementary Education, and Katherine Morris, a Kindergarten Teacher, who were presenters at the session.



Top Right: Pat Morrow, our Executive Director, presents the Holiday Hustle trophy
to staff at Child Care Network # 77 for their participation in last year’s race event.
They had the greatest number of runners from a child care center.



Center Left: Four-year olds at F. R. Danyus Head Start line up with their red Raising A Reader bags which contain books for “reading time” at home with parents.



Center Right: Craven County Commissioner Theron McCabe, who is also a
Craven Smart Start Board Member, reads with this youngster during the Raising A
Reader workshop for parents at Little Blessings Child Care Center .



Bottom Left: Our Building Brighter Futures Early Childhood Conference held on
March 25th was attended by 137 early care educators from early childhood programs throughout the region, including MCAS Cherry Point. These participants
take part in a discussion in one of the break-out sessions.



Bottom Right: Board President, Dr. Sandra Plata-Potter reads books in English and
Spanish at Reading Fun Day, which Craven Smart Start co-sponsors.

