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From the Desk of the Parent/Provider Specialist
Bianca Salinas
Provider Appreciation Day is Friday, May 6th!
Child care providers have a very important role in our children's lives. They keep our children
safe, nurture their curiosity and prepare them for a lifetime of learning and growth. So take
some time on this day, and everyday to thank your childcare provider for all they do. We at
Craven Smart Start are planning something for our providers this year. Please be on the
lookout on our Facebook page and our website for more information.

Mother's Day is Sunday, May 8th
There are many ways to celebrate mother's on this special day. Below are some ideas of
different crafts you can do for your mom or with your mom.

Cupcake Liner Flower

Handprint Flower Pot

Pasta Sunshine Card

Looking for Child Care? We Can Help!
*If you are looking for child care, our Parent/Provider Specialist can
help! Please feel free to call Bianca Salinas at 252-672-5921 (Craven
Smart Start office) or 1-888-600-1685 (Find Child Care NC Hotline).
The specialist is available Monday- Friday from 8 AM-5 PM and
speaks Spanish and is available to help Spanish-speaking families
in need of child care.
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CCR&R Director Updates- Bonnie Gould

Infant Toddler Specialist Information
Craven Smart Start will be hiring a new Infant Toddler Specialist within the next few weeks.
During this time, the Infant Toddler Trainings have been put on hold, or will be covered by
another Infant Toddler Specialist from the Infant Toddler Project. We currently have two
Quality Enhancement Trainers who will continue to host the IT’S SIDS trainings. Please reach
out to me personally should you have any questions, or if you would like to request Infant
Toddler assistance moving forward. If your program is currently scheduled to work with the
Infant Toddler Specialist, please contact me and I will be happy to continue to assist your
program or provide you with another specialist. You may contact me anytime regarding the
Craven Smart Start Infant Toddler Program. I can be reached at 252-672-5921 Ext 24 or email
me at bonnie@cravensmartstart.org.
Blessings,

Bonnie Gould
CCR&R Director
bonnie@cravensmartstart.org
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TA Quick Quality Tips
From Craven Smart Start/CCR&R Staff
Program Assistant- Venus Miller
Books in Our Library for April
Layla’s Head Scarf
A timely story that highlights a challenge that many children face in today's
multicultural environment. Layla, a new girl in first grade, wears a headscarf, but it
does not take long for the others to welcome her.
Snug in Mama’s Arms
It is a gentle bedtime story celebrating the comforting reassurance young children
feel when snuggling in their mothers’ arms. This book offers a heartwarming
tribute to the importance of a mother’s loving embrace as she lulls her little one to
sleep.
The Little Seal
Nuka, a harp seal pup, does not want to leave his friends when his mother tells
him it is time to migrate to their summer home, but when he leaves the herd and
tries to swim back alone, he gets lost and needs the help of a new friend.

Quality Enhancement Specialist - Courtney Cartwright
Safe Environments
The responsibility of early educators is to ensure children’s safety. This means enough adults
must be present to keep a watchful eye and a listening ear on each child during indoor and
outdoor play. The recommended adult-to-child ratio depends on the age of the children.
Smaller groups allow children and adults to develop safe, trusting relationships.
When each child is actively supervised, early educators can see and respond quickly to any
problems that may occur. Create spaces that invite play and allow early educators to visibly
supervise children without interfering with their play. Anticipate and prevent hazardous
situations whenever possible. Keep a first aid kit handy at all times. Adults should provide
close supervision when the context or environment is changed by the addition of new
materials, a change in the mix of children or staff, or a change in routine.
Indoor Safety Checks – should be conducted to remove hazards and reduce the risk of
injuries. Check the following items daily:
-Bulletin boards
-Choking hazards
-Cords (blinds, electrical, mobiles)
-Diaper changing area
-Electrical sockets
-Furniture
-Lighting
-Noise
Outdoor Safety Checks – should be conducted to remove potential hazards and reduce the
risk of injury. Check the following items daily:
-Absorbent surfacing
-Equipment
-Toys/movable parts/riding toys
-Shade
-Storage
-Landscaping
-Trash
-Walkways/stairs/access to road
page 4

CCR&R Parent/Provider
Newsletter

May 2022

TA Quick Quality Tips
From Craven Smart Start/CCR&R Staff
Quality Enhancement/School Age Specialist- Tammy Cullom
Summer Math Learning Loss Greater than Reading Loss
Most parents hear how important it is to read to their children. Even after your child has
learned how to read, reading to your child gives a huge comprehension and vocabulary
boost. This is extremely important during summer break. Research completed in 2015
showed that children lose even more math skills over the summer than reading skills. Math
should not take a summer break, and here are a few fun ways to keep math skills going all
summer!
Play board games – Many board games have dice or spinners to practice counting and
number recognition. If possible, in the game, ask the child to add 3 or 5 to the answer
rolled each time, which equals the number of spaces that can be moved. Your child will
happily add on to your roll to make sure you move the right number of spaces and not
more.
Combinations to ten – Use two or more decks of cards and take out all face cards. Play Go
Fish, but the card you “ask for” is the missing number that, when added to your card,
equals 10. (example, if I have a 3 card, I need to ask for a 7 because 3 + 7 =10) This is a great
twist and makes the game more of a math challenge.
Look online for appropriate STEM activities for your child’s age and level. STEM is the
combination of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. The Reading Rockets
webpage has a section for parents with summer learning activities. Check out these cool
summer science fun topics. https://www.startwithabook.org/summerscience#sciencecamp
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TA Quick Quality Tips
From Craven Smart Start/CCR&R Staff
Healthy Social Behavior Specialist- Sonia Sumner
Encouraging Children to Help Each Other Using the Buddy System
Visit any early childhood classroom, and you’ll most likely hear them referring to each other as
“friends” or “buddies”. While friendship building and positive social interaction come naturally
for many children, some children need additional help in this area. Establishing a buddy
system in your classroom is a great way to support children in developing these important
skills. A buddy system is the strategic pairing of certain children to support one another with
specific skills and abilities and can be a bridge to appropriate play and social interaction; it is
an important strategy for building relationships among peers, building self-esteem, and
empowering children. The buddy system is beneficial to both children because it allows the
child with the skill deficit to feel empowered and valued, provides a safe space to try out or
practice challenging tasks comfortably, and promotes self-esteem. The buddy with the skill
mastery helps to develop leadership skills, reduce competitiveness, foster a sense of purpose,
and helps to develop empathy. These benefits to children transcend far past their time in the
classroom. It helps to build self-confidence, establish meaningful friendships, support later
success in school and life, and it builds resiliency. The early establishment of these skills are
powerful predictors of long-term success in the adult years.
To effectively pair children, we must first observe and tune in to learn about children’s
individual differences, strengths, and challenges. When we have a clear picture of the
strengths and challenges that each child possesses we are able to formulate pairs and
groupings based on one child’s skill deficit and another child’s proficiency in that same skill. .
To use the buddy system, first consider your environment. Provide toys and materials that
promote cooperation and sharing. By replacing materials created for individual use with those
made for cooperative use, you help increase the opportunity for children to play together.
Ensure your classroom climate is one that is conducive to building and nurturing healthy
friendships We do this by giving attention to children engaging in friendly behaviors,
modeling friendly behaviors ourselves, asking permission before joining children’s play,
referring to each other as friends, sharing, assisting others and giving compliments. Be careful
how you describe the task to the peer buddy. It is an activity, not a chore or punishment.
Describe it as an opportunity; you might say “Jack, you are very good at sharing materials, can
you be a buddy to Jill to help her learn to share too?” Provide clear directions to the peer
buddy outlining the amount of time or duration that they will be paired together. You might
provide cool matching bracelets or badges to help children remember that they are in “buddy
mode.”
It is important to record the successes and challenges of the buddy system and make any
necessary adjustments. Periodically rotate buddies to prevent buddy burnout and to allow
children to experience meaningful interactions and build friendships with a variety of peers.
This article came from the March 2022 OH Behave! Newsletter from HSB Specialists. To read
the rest of the newsletter or to look at previous ones, please visit: Tuckers NC Nest LiveBinders Shelf
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Training Information Craven Smart Start

Training Reminders
*Remember that our Thinkific platform is available for you to do online trainings at your own
pace. To access our Thinkific platform, you can go to www.cravensmartstart.org and click on
the e-learning tab; or, you can access the platform at https://cravensmartstart.thinkific.com/.
Please reach out to the Quality Enhancement Team if you have any questions! (Kelly Shaw,
Quality Enhancement Coordinator/Professional Development)

Online Zoom Training's in May

To register for a training, please email registration
form to venus@cravensmartstart.onmicrosoft.com
and more information will be sent regarding the
online training.
All trainings listed below are $8.00 for lending
library members and $10 for non-members unless
otherwise stated.

*How to make Good Play into GREAT Play
Presenter: Tammy Cullom
Monday, May 9th, 2022
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
*Fire Safety- In Person Training
Presenter: Jeff Conner
Tuesday, May 10th, 2022
6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Will be held at New Bern Fire Department 1401 Neuse Blvd. New Bern, NC 28560
*North Carolina Health and Sanitation
Presenter: Kelly Shaw
Wednesday, May 11th, 2022
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
*Staying on Track
Presenter: Sonia Sumner
Thursday, May 12th, 2022
6:30 PM- 8:30 PM
*It’s SIDS: Infant/ Toddler Safe Sleep and SIDS Reduction in Child Care
Presenter: Courtney Cartwright
Tuesday, May 17th, 2022
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
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Upcoming Events
NC Pre-Kindergarten Registration
Friday, May 6, 2022,
At the West New Bern Recreation Center from 3:00 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m. (1225 Pine Tree Drive, New Bern).
This is not a first come, first serve event and children do
not need to be present. Please bring your child's birth
certificate and proof of family income for this event.
Please visit https://www.cravenk12.org/Page/1479 for
more information.
Little Beakers Science Lab
This program is amazing and fun!
For ages 3-9
Every Wednesday during the month of May
Ages 3-5 is 1 PM - 2 PM
Ages 6-9 are 4 PM - 5 PM
At Jasper G. Hayes Omega Center - 801 Cedar St. New
Bern, 28560

Little Tots Jewelry
The little ones want to have fun too! Bring them to
Little Tots Jewelry!
For children ages 3-5 to be creative, socialize, and
have some fun!
$5 per month.
Two Locations
West New Bern Recreation Center, May 3rd & May
17th
Jasper G. Hayes Omega Center, May 5th & May
19th
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM at both locations
To register visit
https://newbern.recdesk.com/Community/Program?
category=3
Four Square
Come on out and enjoy a fun-filled time of Four Square
Tuesday and Thursdays, 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Free to the public
Ages 5-12
At Jasper G. Hayes Omega Center
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Child Care Resource & Referral
2111 Neuse Blvd.
Suite F.
New Bern, NC 28560
Phone: 252- 672-5921
Fax: 252-672-5922
Email: bianca@cravensmartstart.onmicrosoft.com

Child Care Resource and Referral is here
for you. FREE referrals to fit your child
care needs with a licensed, regulated, or
legally exempt childcare program.
Looking for:
*Full-Time/Part-Time Care
*Before/After School Care
*Part-Time Preschool
*Weekend Care
*Drop-In Care
*Hourly Care

CCR&R Mission Statement
To enhance the quality and quantity of child care services in Craven County by providing a
wide range of information, referrals, advocacy and training services to families, providers, and
the community in general.
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