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Save The Date!
Reading Fun Day, Saturday February 3rd

We hope to see you Saturday, February 3rd, at St. Paul Family Life Center for Reading Fun Day!

Children, who participate in five or more literacy activities, can receive a free book, while
supplies last. Fourteen area schools will host literacy stations throughout the Family Life
Center for children from kindergarten to fifth grade. For toddlers and preschoolers, Craven
Smart Start will host a literacy station with activities provided by Craven Community College
early education students and Dr. Sandra Potter, a Rootle Ambassador for UNC-Public
Television, will read to children in English and Spanish.

page 2



Save The Date!
Building Brighter Futures Conference

Saturday, March 9th
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Building Brighter Futures Conference

Our conference will be held at Craven Community College, Saturday March 9, 2024.
Sign up today to take advantage of our early bird special rate!!
Our Keynote is Tanya Dennis! You wont want to miss this exciting event!
-Bonnie Gould, CCR&R Director



Craven Smart Start’s “Give A Book – Take A Book” Free Literacy Library!

Reading teaches children empathy, giving them a window into the perspectives
and feelings of others.

Through literacy, children learn communication skills and build emotional
and social resilience.
Literacy development begins early in life.
Literacy is the foundation for reading, writing, communicating and
socializing

It is our hope that our “Give A Book – Take A Book” will help extend literacy in
the homes of children in our community!

Blessings,
Bonnie Gould
CCR&R Director
bonnie@cravensmartstart.org

CCR&R Director Updates- Bonnie Gould
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We still have diapers in stock! We
have sizes 1, 2, & 3.

If you are in need of the sizes that
we have in stock, we ask that you
please call and make an
appointment. 252-672-5921

We Still Have Diapers! 

mailto:bonnie@cravensmartstart.org
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Valentine’s Day Activity-
Pom Pom Painting

What you need: 
Pom poms 
clothespin 
Paint
Heart shape cutout or printable 

https://www.tipsfromatypicalmomb
log.com/2015/02/valentine-pom-
pom-painting-preschoolers.html

From the Desk of the
Parent/Provider Specialist

Bianca Salinas 

Valentine’s Day Book- Max’s Valentine

About this book: When Ruby uses all the
candy to make her Valentine cards, Grandma
makes sure Max gets a very special treat.

We have this book in our Lending Library, feel
free to stop by and check it out or read it
together with your little one in our play area! 

https://www.tipsfromatypicalmomblog.com/2015/02/valentine-pom-pom-painting-preschoolers.html
https://www.tipsfromatypicalmomblog.com/2015/02/valentine-pom-pom-painting-preschoolers.html
https://www.tipsfromatypicalmomblog.com/2015/02/valentine-pom-pom-painting-preschoolers.html


Social/Emotional Book Nook

If you want to explore more about mindfulness,
happiness, and gratitude with the children in
your life, consider adding this book to your
classroom reading corner! 

Suitable and adaptable for all ages (0-10 years),
Marmalade the Moose loves to live in the
moment and look for all the wonderful things
happening all around her. Whether it is a farm,
hiking with friends, or visiting a beach,
Marmalade makes every adventure fun, exciting,
and a learning experience! Join her through the
vibrant pages of this book!

TA Quick Quality Tips
 From Craven Smart Start/CCR&R Staff
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Healthy Social Behavior Specialists- Sonia Sumner &
Brandi Parnell
                                               

Birth-to-Three Specialist - Demeka Bryant 



*It’s SIDS
Presenter: Demeka Bryant
Monday, February 5th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM 
Face to Face 

*Fire Safety 
Presenter: Jeff Connor
Tuesday, February 6th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face 
New Bern Fire Department Training Facility/
333 Glenburnie Dr. New Bern, NC 28560

*How to Make Good Play Great
Presenter: Amanda Morris
Tuesday, February 6th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face

*Developmentally Appropriate Practices
Presenter: Brandi Parnell
Thursday, February 8th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face

*Ins and Outs of Good Circle Times
Presenter: Debbie Cashwell
Tuesday, February 13th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face

Training Information Craven Smart Start

Face to Face & Online Zoom Trainings in February

To register for a training, please email registration
form to venus@cravensmartstart.onmicrosoft.com
and more information will be sent regarding the
online training. 
All trainings listed below are $8.00 for lending
library members and $10 for non-members unless
otherwise stated.
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*Grief & Loss
Presenter: Sonia Sumner
Thursday, February 15th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM 
Virtual

*Thinking Constructively with Loose Parts
Presenter: Tammy Cullom
Tuesday, February 20th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face 

*Making Music Marvelous
Presenter: Bonnie Gould
Thursday, February 22nd, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face



Child Care Resource & Referral

2111 Neuse Blvd.
Suite F.
New Bern, NC 28560

Phone: 252- 672-5921
Fax: 252-672-5922
Email: bianca@cravensmartstart.org

Child Care Resource and Referral is here
for you. FREE referrals to fit your child
care needs with a licensed, regulated, or
legally exempt childcare program.

Looking for:
*Full-Time/Part-Time Care
*Before/After School Care
*Part-Time Preschool
*Weekend Care
*Drop-In Care
*Hourly Care

CCR&R Mission Statement

To enhance the quality and quantity of child care services in Craven County by providing a
wide range of information, referrals, advocacy and training services to families, providers, and
the community in general.
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