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Building Brighter Futures Conference 
THANK YOU!
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Craven Smart Start’s Building Brighter Futures Conference was a success! 
Tanya Dennis was our Keynote, and we had many wonderful presenters
presenting on early childhood behaviors and how to work with children with
special needs. Craven Smart Start would like to thank Craven Community
College for partnering with us to host this special event! We extend our sincere
thank you to all the providers that attended. We had 166 providers attend the
conference this year! We would also like to thank all of our Craven Smart Start
Staff, Maria Eid, Craven Community College student volunteers and the
vendors who helped to make it a success! We look forward to our upcoming
Building Brighter Futures in March 2025!
Have a wonderful Spring!
Bonnie Gould
CCR&R Director
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Craven Smart Start Office Updates

Welcome Erin Scarborough, our new CCR&R Program Assistant! 

Hi, my name is Erin Scarborough. I was born and raised in New Bern, NC.
I recently got married on September 16th, 2023. I graduated from Craven
Community College in 2022 with a degree in cosmetology.
After working as a hairstylist for a few years, primarily with children, I realized
my true passion lies in working in the childcare industry. 
I also have a baby girl on the way, due August 25th, 2024. 

Erin started working with us in November of 2023. 
 
 



In a world bursting with colors, love paints the most vibrant picture of all!
Families Are Made with Love celebrates the kaleidoscope of families that
fill our lives, proving that love comes in all shapes, sizes, and stories.

Join two-mom dance parties, cheer with booming laughter in Dad-built
Lego castles, and snuggle by the fire with wisdom spun by grandparents'
twinkling eyes. From single-parent superhero adventures to sibling
constellations woven with traditions from afar, this delightful book
embraces every family's unique melody. Acceptance blooms brightest
under love's warm sun, reminding us that understanding weaves a tapestry
of strength, and love's magic binds us closer than any difference. 

For ages 3-10.
 
 

TA Quick Quality Tips
 From Craven Smart Start/CCR&R Staff

Healthy Social Behavior Specialists - Brandi Parnell & Sonia Sumner 
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*It’s SIDS
Presenter: Demeka Bryant
Monday, April 8th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM 
Face to Face 

*Thinking Constructively with Loose Parts
Presenter: Tammy Cullom
Tuesday, April 9th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face 

*Partnering with Families to Address Challenging Behaviors: We are all in this together!
Presenter: Sonia Sumner
Thursday, April 11th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Virtual

*Supervision: Following the 5 W’s
Presenter: Amanda Morris & Debbie Cashwell
Monday, April 15th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Virtual

*Making Music Marvelous
Presenter: Bonnie Gould
Thursday, April 18th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face

*Causes of Misbehavior: Why do they act that way? 
Presenter: Brandi Parnell
Thursday, April 25th, 2024
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Face to Face

Training Information Craven Smart Start

Face to Face & Online Zoom Trainings in April

To register for a training, please email registration
form to venus@cravensmartstart.onmicrosoft.com
and more information will be sent regarding the
online training. 
All trainings listed below are $8.00 for lending
library members and $10 for non-members unless
otherwise stated.
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Child Care Resource & Referral

2111 Neuse Blvd.
Suite F.
New Bern, NC 28560

Phone: 252- 672-5921
Fax: 252-672-5922
Email: bianca@cravensmartstart.org

Child Care Resource and Referral is here
for you. FREE referrals to fit your child
care needs with a licensed, regulated, or
legally exempt childcare program.

Looking for:
*Full-Time/Part-Time Care
*Before/After School Care
*Part-Time Preschool
*Weekend Care
*Drop-In Care
*Hourly Care

CCR&R Mission Statement

To enhance the quality and quantity of child care services in Craven County by providing a
wide range of information, referrals, advocacy and training services to families, providers, and
the community in general.
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